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Chetwynd Primary Academy: Proposed Admission Arrangements 2022/2023  
 

The DFE School Admissions Code states that: 
Where the admission arrangements have not changed from the previous year there is no 
requirement to consult, subject to the requirement that admission authorities must consult on their 
admission arrangements at least once every 7 years, even if there have been no changes during 
that period.  
 
The code defines the timescale required for consultation and indicates that admissions authorities 
must approve arrangements by 15th February in the year in which the relevant admission process 
is opened to parents and notify the LA by 15th March that this has been completed. 
 
Working under the direction of The Spencer Academies Trust, which is the admission authority for 
Chetwynd Primary Academy, the school consulted on its Admission Arrangements for a period of 6 
weeks, ending on 20th December 2020, to comply with the 7 year requirement under the Code. 
The Code is very prescriptive about what can and cannot be in admission arrangements and the 
Admissions Adjudicator can be invoked if details are considered to be unfair or unclear. 
 
As required in the Code, the school notified the appropriate bodies of the planned admission 
arrangements, as follows: 
 

 Parents at the school, via its Dojo messaging system 

 The local press, via a Public Notice in the Nottingham Post 

 All other Admission Authorities (schools) within Broxtowe, via email 

 Nottinghamshire County Council, via email 

 Adjoining neighbouring Local Authorities, via email 

 Nottingham Catholic Diocese, via email 

 The school also posted the consultation information on the school website 
 
The Trust proposed no changes to the current Admission Arrangements, which have served 
Chetwynd well, apart from minor changes to wording to clarify points, in line with the DFE 
Admissions Code. 
 
Three responses were received covering two different themes:- 
 

1. A letter from Nottinghamshire County Council containing minor points of clarification. 
 

2. Two emails from parents who both wanted to elevate the ‘out-of-catchment sibling 
criteria’ (currently the 4th criteria) to join the 2nd criteria, alongside children who live in 
catchment with a sibling in school. They suggested moving other catchment area children 
to a lower priority than this group. 
 

In response, The Spencer Academies Trust has fully adopted the clarifications suggested by 
Nottinghamshire County Council as these support clarity and do not make any material changes to 
the arrangements.  
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Having considered the submission from the two parents, the Trust does not propose to make the 
suggested change for the following reasons: 
 

 This would not be consistent with the wider Nottinghamshire County Council 
Arrangements for primary schools in the area. 

 Giving priority to children from outside the catchment area with siblings could potentially 
displace catchment children without siblings, including those of serving members of the 
Armed Forces (who reside ‘in catchment’ on the local Barracks). The school exists in the 
first instance to serve the needs of its catchment area.  

 Travel costs might also be increased for the LA, if catchment children are displaced. 

 Under the existing arrangements, parents from outside the catchment area apply to 
Chetwynd in the knowledge that ‘out of catchment siblings’ are the 4th category under the 
current arrangements and therefore are aware of the risk that subsequent siblings may not 
secure a place 

 
The updated arrangements for 2022/2023 are attached and were approved at a meeting of The 
Spencer Academies Trust Board on 26th January 2021. 


